
Paul’s Desire for Believers: 

• perfecting faith 

• prospering love 

• purifying hope 



 

 

Do not quench the Spirit.  

1 Thessalonians 5:19 



How to Eliminate the Pressure of 
God’s Concerns: 

1. Lighten your walk with the Lord 

2. Obey Him 



Psalm 34:19 

Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous, but the LORD delivers him 

out of them all. 



John 16.33 

These things  I have spoken unto you, 

that in Me you may have peace.  In the 

world you will have tribulation, but be 

of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world. 



1 Peter 4:12 

Beloved, do no think it strange 

concerning the fiery trial which is 

to try you, as though some strange 

thing happened to you. 



8 Things NOT to Do In Affliction: 

1. resent God’s word 

2. worry as much as possible 

3. pray only about things you can’t 
manage 

4. refuse to accept what God gives  

5. look for peace elsewhere from 
God 

6. try to rule your own life 

7. doubt God’s word 

8. carry all of your cares 



God regulates the measure 
 

Job 1:12  And the LORD said to 
Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in 
your power; only do not lay a hand 
on his person.” So Satan went out 
from the  presence of the LORD. 
 

Job 38:11 When I said ‘This far you 
may come, but no farther, and 
here your proud waves must stop!’  



God determines the continuance 

Genesis 15:13,14 Then He said to Abram: 
“Know certainly that your descendants 
will be strangers in a land that is not 
theirs, and will serve them, and they will 
afflict them four hundred years.  And also 
the nation whom they serve I will judge; 
afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. 



God does not willingly send them 
 

Lamentations 3:33 For He does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men.  
 



They are tempered with mercy 
 

Lamentations 3:32 Though He 

causes grief, yet He will show 

compassion according to the 

multitude of His mercies. 



Saints are appointed to them, but 
the afflictions of the saint: 
 

are light 

Romans 8:18 For I consider that 

the sufferings of this present time 

are not worthy to be compared 

with the glory which shall be 

revealed in us.  

 

. 



Saints are appointed to them, but 
the afflictions of the saint: 
 

are temporary 

1 Peter 1:6  In this you greatly rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if need be, 

you have been grieved by various trials.  

1 Corinthians 4:17  For our light affliction, 

which is but for a moment, is working for 

us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 

of glory.  

 



Saints are appointed to them, but 
the afflictions of the saint: 
 

end in joy 

Psalm 30:5  …Weeping may endure for a 

night, but joy comes in the morning.  
 

John 16:20  Most assuredly, I say to you 

that you will weep and lament, but the 

world will rejoice; and you will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned 

into joy.  

 



Saints are appointed to them, but 
the afflictions of the saint: 
 

exhibit the faithfulness of God 

Psalm 119:75 I know, O LORD, that 

Your judgments are right, and that 

in faithfulness You have afflicted 

me.  

 



Saints are appointed to them, but the 
afflictions of the saint: 
 

produce perseverance, character and 
hope  

Romans 5:3,4 And not only that, but we 

also glory in tribulations, knowing that 

tribulation produces perseverance; and 

perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 



2 Corinthians 11:3 

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent 

deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your 

minds may be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ. 

 



Paul prayed that he would be able to: 

1. see their face 

2. perfect what is lacking in their faith 



Romans 10:17 

 

So then faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.  

 



Jude 1:21 

 

keep yourselves in the love of God… 



1 Corinthians 1:8  who will also confirm you to the end, 
that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 

Philippians 1:10  that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till 
the day of Christ, 
 

Ephesians 5:27  that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.  
 

Colossians 1:22  in the body of His flesh through death, to 
present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in 
His sight–  
 

Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, And to present you faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy,  
 



1 Peter 1:16 

because it is written, "Be holy, for I 

am holy." 




