
Ecclesiastes 3



Ecclesiastes 1:2 niv "Meaningless! 
Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly 
meaningless! Everything is meaningless." 

Ecclesiastes 12:8 niv

"Meaningless! 
Meaningless!" says 

the Teacher. "Everything is 
meaningless!" 



All is vanity

This also is vanity

All that is coming is vanity

There may be things that increase vanity



to everything there is a season, 
a time for every purpose under 

heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1



grasping at the wind
laughter – what does it accomplish?
I tried to gratify my flesh with wine
I made my works great

I had servants
I had great possessions
whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from 

them
I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure
I looked on all my works and indeed it was all 

vanity



For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 

peace and not of evil, to give you a 
future and a hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11



Do not be in too great a hurry. There is time for
everything that has to be done. He who gave you your
life-work has given you just enough time to do it in. The
length of life’s candle is measured out according to the
length of your required task. You must take necessary
time for meditation, for sleep, for food, for the
enjoyment of human love and friendship, and even then
there will be time enough left for your necessary duties.
The feverish hand often gives itself additional toil.



He makes everything 
beautiful in His time

Ecclesiastes 3:11



He has put eternity in our hearts.
-Ecclesiastes 3:10



Therefore we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outward man is perishing, 
yet the inward man is being renewed 

day by day. 

2 Corinthians 4:16



• a time to be born and a time to die

Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, Before I formed you in 
the womb I knew you; Before you 
were born I sanctified you; I 
ordained you a prophet to the 
nations. – Jeremiah 1:4-5



Psalm 139:13-16 For You formed my inward parts; You
covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise You, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well. My frame was not
hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and

skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being
yet unformed. And in Your book they all
were written, the days fashioned for me,
when as yet there were none of them.



• a time to be born and 
a time to die
• a time to plant and a 

time to pluck what is 
planted



Psalm 65:9-13 You visit the earth and water it, You greatly
enrich it; the river of God is full of water; You provide their
grain, for so You have prepared it. You water its ridges
abundantly, You settle its furrows; You make it soft with
showers, You bless its growth. You crown the year with Your
goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance. They drop
on the pastures of the wilderness, And the little hills rejoice
on every side. The pastures are clothed with flocks; The
valleys also are covered with grain; they shout for joy, they
also sing.



• a time to be born and a time to die
• a time to plant and a time to pluck what is planted
• a time to kill and a time to heal
• a time to break down and a time to build up

• a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn and a time to dance

• a time to cast away stones and a time to gather 
stones

• a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing

• a time to gain and a time to lose; a time to 
keep and a time to throw away



Proverbs 11:24 
There is one who scatters, yet increases 

more; And there is one who withholds more 
than is right, but it leads to poverty. 

Ecclesiastes 5:13 
There is a severe evil which I have seen 

under the sun: Riches kept for their owner 
to his hurt. 



• a time to tear and a 
time to sew



Joel 2:13 So rend your heart, and not
your garments; Return to the LORD your
God, For He is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and of great kindness;
And He relents from doing harm.

Psalm 34:18 The LORD is near to those
who have a broken heart, And saves
such as have a contrite spirit.



He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up their wounds. 

Psalm 147:3



So they sat down with him on the ground 
seven days and seven nights, and no one 
spoke a word to him, for they saw that 

his grief was very great. 

Job 2:13



• a time to tear and a 
time to sew
• a time to keep silence 

and a time to speak



• a time to tear and a 
time to sew
• a time to keep silence 

and a time to speak
• a time to love and a 

time to hate



Psalm 97:10 
You who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves 
the souls of His saints; He delivers them out of 
the hand of the wicked. 



• a time to tear and a time to sew
• a time to keep silence and a time 

to speak
• a time to love and a time to hate
• a time of war and a time of peace



Ecclesiastes 7:15 In this meaningless life of mine I have 
seen both of these: a righteous man perishing in his 
righteousness, and a wicked man living long in his 
wickedness. 

Ecclesiastes 8:14 There is something 
else meaningless that occurs on 
earth: righteous men who get what 
the wicked deserve, and wicked men 
who get what the righteous deserve.  
This too, I say, is meaningless.



He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever 
he does shall prosper. 

Psalm 1:3



You will keep him in perfect peace, 
Whose mind is stayed on You, 

Because he trusts in You. 

Isaiah 26:3



• our seasons are God’s gifts
rejoice, do good, enjoy

• God’s ways are:
permanent, complete, secure

• I can fear God 
• God requires an account

Because God has a Purpose in all things & He 

makes all things beautiful in His time, I know: 




